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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course covers methodological approaches to research in language, culture and communication (corpus and quantitative approaches; working with informants, interviews, and questionnaires); collecting and analyzing data; research ethics and documentation.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon successful completion of this course, students are expected to be able to:
· Design achievable research plans 

· Recognize information sources and use them  effectively 

· Survey pro and con arguments on an issue

· Document sources of information 

· Collect and analyze data
· Use statistics to discover trends and to present information

· Write  and present a research paper
COURSE SCHEDULE
	Week
	Topic

	1 &  2
	Part I: Definition of Research; Epistemology; Empirical Research; Kinds of Research; Inter-Relationships

Ref. No. 7. Module: Taming the Research Beast

	3 & 4
	Part II: Parameters; Kinds of Research: Qualitative, Descriptive, Experimental; Kinds of Experimental Research: True-Exp., Quasi-Exp., Pre-Exp.; Research Questions; Literature Review; Hypothesis and Focused Question; Variables; Data; Subjects; Instruments & Procedures; Validity; Analyzing Data

Ref. No. 7. Module: Taming the Research Beast

	5 & 6
	Part III: Report Format: Introduction; Literature Review; Design & Method; Results; Conclusion

Ref. No. 7. Module: Taming the Research Beast

	7 & 8
	1. 1. Examination of a sample paper: Orientation

2. 2. Discussion of a model for theses and research papers with               direct reference to the sample paper

3. A) Introduction                     B) Review of related literature

4. C) Methods and materials     D) Analysis of data

5. E) Discussion                        F) Conclusion

6. Ref. No. 4, whole monograph

7. Ref. No. 10, whole monograph



	9
	Faculty members report on one of their research papers or projects



	10-12
	1. Students present and discuss sample papers and theses

Each student should present one paper and one MA thesis. Papers and theses should be selected in consultation with the course instructor.

2. Students report on the progress they made in preparing their papers.

Note: Students may read:

Ref. No. 5
Chapter 3: From first draft to final paper, pp. 57-75.

Chapter 4: Preparing the final paper, pp. 79-102.

They may also make use of References 3, 8 and 9.

	13
	Debriefing: Highlighting documentation, style, plagiarism, etc.

	14-16
	Students present their projects, i.e., research reports


Evaluation

Mid-Term Examination
30% Week 6

Presentation


10%

Assignments 


20% 

Term Paper


40% Weeks 14-16
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